


The Florida Certification 
Board administers the 
Certified Recovery Peer 
Specialist professional 
credentialing program.   
 
The CRPS program offers 

peer certification in 
several disciplines:  
 
ÅCRPS-Adult  
ÅCRPS ð Family  
ÅCRPS ð Veteran  
 

The certification 
application and 
credential award process 
is the same for each 
credential.  It is the 
credential standards that 
vary from discipline to 

discipline.  
 
This presentation 
describes the process 
applicants will follow to 
earn peer certification.  



¾ The purpose and benefits of certification  

¾ The stages of the certification process  

¾ The cost of certification  

¾ The Application Portfolio  

¾ The certification examination  

¾How the credential is awarded, 
documented, and verifiable  

¾Credential maintenance and renewal 
requirements  



Purpose and Benefits  



¾Certified individuals:  

 

üHave demonstrated that they have the 

experience and the education  to safely and 
skillfully perform their job.  

üPerform their job according to a professional 

code of ethics.  
 

¾Certification is a mark of professionalism.  



¾Certification tells employers that the 

certified individual is serious about their 

profession and their professionalism.  

 

¾Certification does not ensure 

employment, it does make one more 

competitive in the job market.   

 



Certification :  A Multi -Stage Process  



Certification is a multi -
stage process.  
 
 
Stage 1:  Application  
In this stage, an 
Application Portfolio is 
assembled and submitted 
to the FCB for review and 
approval.  
 
Stage 2:  Examination  
Applicants are not 
allowed to register for the 
written examination until 
the Application Portfolio 
has been approved by 
the FCB. 
 
Stage 3:  Award  
Certification is awarded 
when the applicant has 
passed the written exam.   
 
Stage 4:  Maintenance  
Certified individuals must 
meet annual renewal 
requirements to maintain 
the credential in good 
standing.  

A
p

p
lic

a
ti
o

n
 

E
x
a

m
in

a
ti
o

n
 

A
w

a
rd

 

M
a

in
te

n
a

n
c
e

 



¾Download application from FCB website  

¾Read all application directions and forms 

to learn how to assemble the 

Application Portfolio  

¾ Assemble the Application Portfolio  

¾ Submit the Application Portfolio and 

certification application fee to the FCB  



¾ The length of time it takes the FCB to 
approve an Application Portfolio 
depends on several things:  
üWas a complete Application Portfolio 

submitted?  

üHave all certification requirements been 
met?  

üHow long does it take for missing items to be 
provided to the FCB?  

üHow many Application Portfolios were 
received first?  



¾ It is typically 4 months from Application 

Portfolio receipt and approval to register 

for the written examination because of:  

üIncomplete Application Portfolios  

üLack of required experience or training or 

supervision  

¾Complete Application Portfolios are 

approved in approximately 2 weeks  



¾ You may not register for the written exam 

until the application  portfolio is 

approved.   

¾ Approvals will not be rushed to meet 

examination registration deadlines.   

¾ The timeframe is primarily under your 

control:  Take the time to assemble and 

provide a complete Application 

Portfolio.  



Certification :  Fees  



¾ Certification Application Fee  
üOne -time fee  

üMust be submitted with the Application Portfolio  

ü$100 

¾ Exam Fee  
üMust be submitted with the exam registration  

ü$50 per attempt  

¾ Renewal Fee  
üDue October 31 st of each year  

ü$50 annually (less than 4.20 per month)  

üRenewal pays for the coming year  



¾When a certified peer seeks peer 

certification in more than one discipline, 

the subsequent credentials are 

considered òendorsementsó and the fee 

structure is reduced.  

¾ Applicants are only eligible for 

endorsement rates when they already 

hold one of the peer credentials.  



¾ Certification Endorsement Application Fee  
üOne -time fee  

üMust be submitted with the Application Portfolio  

ü$50 

¾ Endorsement Exam Fee  
üMust be submitted with the exam registration  

ü$30 per attempt  

¾ Endorsement Renewal Fee  
üDue October 31 st of each year  

ü$25 annually  

üRenewal pays for the coming year  



¾ Jon applies for the Certified Recovery 

Peer Specialist Veteran Credential, takes 

the written exam twice:  

ü$100 certification application fee plus 

ü$50 exam fee, first attempt plus 

ü$50 exam fee, second attempt equals  

ü$200 total certification application and 
award cost.  



¾ Jon was awarded certification on January 

15, 2010.  On September 1, 2010, Jon will 

receive a renewal invoice for $50.   

¾ Jon must pay his renewal fee on or before 

October 31, 2010.  

¾ When Jon pays his renewal fee, he is issued 

a new certification card, indicating that his 

credential is active from November 1, 2010 

through October 31, 2011.    



¾ Jon is also a consumer of adult mental 
health services and wants to earn the 
CRPS-Adult Peer credential, in addition 
to his CRPS-V credential.   
üJon will submit the CRPS -A Endorsement 

Application with a $50 application fee.  

üJon pays a $30 exam registration fee, takes 
the CRPS-A endorsement exam, and earns 
his certification.  

üThe total cost for the endorsement 
application and award is $80.  



¾ In October 2011, Jon will need to renew 

his CRPS-V and CRPS-A credentials.   

¾ Jon will be invoiced for the following fees:  

üCRPS-V renewal:  $50  

üCRPS-A renewal:  $25  

üTotal annual renewal fees:  $75  



The Application Process  




